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Hanafin Announces €6.3 million Sports Partnership Funding for 2010
Sports Inclusion Disability Officer programme extended into 2010

SPEAK Report Highlights work of national network in 2009
May 24, 2010

The Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sports Mary Hanafin T.D. today announced the Irish Sports Council’s funding package for the national network of Sports Partnerships. The 32 Partnerships have been allocated almost €6.3 million in funding in 2010 and this will be matched by revenue from other sources bringing the total invested in local participation initiatives through the Partnerships to more than €12.5 million in 2010.

At a meeting of the Sports Partnerships in Tullamore, Co Offaly, Minister Hanafin launched the 2009 SPEAK Report, the evaluation mechanism that tracks the activities of the Partnerships year on year. Among the many highlights were that 112,000 people participated in 744 directly delivered participation programmes and 3,500 clubs were supported in the delivery of their sports activities. 

Addressing representatives of Sports Partnerships from around the country at the meeting in Tullamore, Minister Hanafin said “the work of the people in Local Sports Partnership network, who operate in conjunction with the many clubs and volunteers, is to promote and develop participation in sport in every community in Ireland. They specifically focus on increasing participation in sport amongst sectors of society that have traditionally been underrepresented  including groups such as older people, women, people with disabilities and unemployed people.  It is a simple concept and one that has worked very well over the past 10 years.  Their efforts are making a substantial contribution to the health and welfare of individuals and communities.” 
Minister Hanafin said that the SPEAK report for 2009 indicates that hundreds of schools, thousands of clubs and tens of thousands of people are directly benefitting from the work of the LSP in their communities. The Sports Inclusion Development Officers sanctioned by the ISC to continue working in 2010 will assist in making “a practical difference to the lives of very many people who have found barriers to their engagement in sport.” 
John Treacy, Chief Executive of the Irish Sports Council, commented: “The national network of Sports Partnerships continues to do outstanding work in every community in the country. The SPEAK  Report highlights their work in 2009 which includes new and innovative programmes for people whose economic circumstances have changed in recent times.  It also highlights the contribution of the Sports Inclusion Disability Offices who are having a direct and beneficial impact on the lives of many people”.  
The national network of Local Sports Partnerships now comprises 32 organisations. The first partnerships were established in 2001 and the national network was completed in 2008.  Their remit is to increase participation in sport and physical activity within their local area with a particular emphasis on communities which face barriers to engaging in sport such as older people, women, people with a disability. The Irish Sports Council will invest a total of €6.3million in the network in 2010. Council funding will accounts for approximately 48% of the total Partnership funding. The remaining 52% is raised from a range of partners including Local Authorities and the Health Service Executive.  It is anticipated that overall investment in 2010 will equal that of 2009 which exceeded €12.6million.  
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